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Editor’s Note
Another year, another Christmas.  I 
would like to thank all the Villager 
team that work hard to bring you 
your magazine every month:  but 
without contributions from our 
readers we would have nothing to 
do!  Space is always a problem but 
we always try to include every item 
with photos if possible.  The team 
is now taking a break so the next 
issue will be in February 2025 with 
a deadline of the 12th January.
On behalf of all the team may we 
wish our readers a very happy and 
peaceful Christmas.

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am * Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am * Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Th ursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *   * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

What are you pinning your hopes on as you look ahead to 
this Christmas season? What will make your Christmas? In 
our house hopes are high for a much better quantity of snow 
than we had last year! Perhaps for you it’s a thoughtfully fi lled 
stocking, the perfect Christmas lunch or simply spending 
quality time with the people you love that will make your 
Christmas this year. 

Pinning our hopes all on one thing can be quite risky though. 
What if bad weather stops family from travelling? What if our 
stocking gets forgotten? What if the turkey goes up in fl ames? 
Our hopes can so quickly give way to fears, and not just at 
Christmas.

One of my favourite carols, O little town of Bethlehem, boldly 
states that “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight.” Th e claim is that the baby born in Bethlehem that 
fi rst Christmas is able to carry the weight of not just our hopes 
but our fears as well, and not just ours but those of every 
generation. 

When Joseph fi rst found out about Mary’s pregnancy, fear took 
hold of him and he was ready to run for the hills. Th en an angel 
appeared to him and told him that the child to be born was the 
one Isaiah and many other prophets spoke of hundreds of years 
before: “Immanuel – God with us.” (Matthew 1v23). Suddenly 
Joseph’s fears gave way to hope.

Th e carol’s claim all comes down to who the baby is. A 
carpenter’s son turned teacher might be able to guide us or even 
inspire us, but it’s only if he really is Immanuel – the God who 
made the world coming to be with us in the world, that we can 
fi nd all our hopes and fears met in him. 

As we celebrate Christmas this year, we have a fresh opportunity 
to consider whether we really can pin our hopes all in this one 
place. All our services are open to everyone so do come along 
if you can. May I take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful 
Christmas and a peaceful start to the new year.

Rev. Stewart Deering
stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
07359 717577   
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December 2024
1 St Michael’s Hospice, Reindeer Run at High Street, Alton, R=GU34 1AB 9.00am
1 Advent Carols, Pamber Priory 3.00pm
2 Retirement Coff ee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
3 Women’s Fellowship,  CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
5 Monk Sherborne Village Drinks - First Th ursday of the month, Monk Sherborne Village Hall 6.00pm – 8.00pm
7 Sherborne St John Social Club, Fleetwood Mac Tribute 7.30pm
8 St Michael’s Hospice, Light up a Life, Arrival 4pm, Service at 5pm 4.00pm
9 Coff ee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall 10.45am – 12.00
14 Basingstoke Male Voice Choir Christmas Concert,  Church Cottage,  St Michael’s Church 7.30pm
14 Sherborne St John Social Club, Quiz Night 7.30pm
15 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Carol Service, All Saints, Monk Sherborne 10.00am
15 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Christingle, St Andrews Church, SSJ  4.00pm
16 Retirement Coff ee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
19 Knit & Natter, Ramsdell Village Hall   (third Th ursday of every month) 2.00pm – 4.00pm
20 Sherborne St John Social Club, Christmas Raffl  e 7.30pm
22 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Christmas Celebrations, All Saints, MS with Holy Communion 9.15am
22 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Family Carols, St. Andrews Church, SSJ 10.30am
22 Carols by Candlelight, St Andrew’s Church 7pm
24 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Crib Service, All Saints, Monk Sherborne 4.00pm
25 Christmas Celebration, with Holy Communion, All Saints , Monk Sherborne 9.15am
25 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Christmas Celebrations, St Andrews, SSJ 10.30am

January 2025
7 Women’s Fellowship, games 2.00pm
26 Royal Marines Band Concert, Th e Anvil 

February 2025
13-15 Basingstoke Gang Show, Haymarket Th eatre, Basingstoke, Tickets:  www.anvilarts.co.uk 

17-22 Basingstoke Gang Show, Haymarket Th eatre, Basingstoke, Tickets:  www.anvilarts.co.uk 

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

A good morning’s work replacing the 
box hedge in the church yard memorial 
garden that had bitten the dust like 
many others. No, they are not Halloween 
left overs, but Lonicera nitida, box moth 
resistant plants. Th ey are supposedly not 
liked by deer but, because we are not 
sure that anyone has told them, we are 
not taking any chances! Th e plants are 
covered by fl eece until they harden up. 

Many thanks to the team who carried out 
the work – you know who you are!

A special thanks to our local benefactor 
who made all this possible

Paul Temple
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Sherborne St John Primary School

At Sherborne St John Primary School, 
we are immersed in preparations for 
Christmas. What a wonderful time 
of year in a Primary School! It’s my 
favourite half term – full of glitter, 
and colour, and tinsel. It makes my 
heart smile to hear children singing 
Christmas songs, and talking about 
how they will celebrate this wonderful 
occasion with their friends and 
families. I have begun to hear the 
wonderful sounds of singing, as the 
infant children prepare for their 
nativity which, this year, is called 
‘Is there a Baby in there?’ It’s the 

traditional Christmas story, but told 
musically through the eyes of the 
animals, who are waiting patiently for 
a new baby to arrive. Will it be a lamb, 
a calf or a foal? I can’t wait to see the 
wonderful performance that I know 
our children will produce. 
But that’s not all. Christmas wouldn’t 
be Christmas without a Christmas 
lunch! Crackers have been ordered and 
we look forward to sharing a wonderful 
meal together. And, we are also lucky 
enough to be going en masse to the 
Panto again this year – oh yes we are! 
Plus, we will hold a Christmas Worship 
in our last week to come together and 
celebrate Jesus’s birthday.
However, as well as all these wonderful 
events, we at Sherborne St John 
Primary School are also busy thinking 
about the true meaning of Christmas, 
and remembering that very first 
Christmas. What a wonderful event 
that must have been! We are joining up 
with our link church, St Andrews, to 
prepare for a very special Christingle 

Service, which is on 15th December at 
4pm. We will make our Christingles 
in school very soon, supported by the 
church community. They are made of 
an orange, which represents the world, 
wrapped in red ribbon to symbolise 
the love and blood of Christ, then with 
sweets and dried fruit to represent 
all of God’s creations. The lit candle 
represents Jesus’s light in the world, 
bringing hope to people living in 
darkness. Maybe you could make your 
own at home!
Everyone at Sherborne St John C 
of E Primary School wants to wish 
the whole community a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. We 
hope you have time this Christmas to 
spend with your friends and family, 
doing all the things that make you 
happy. We’re looking forward to 
sharing more of our learning and 
adventures with you in 2025!

Sherbert 
SSJ School Villager Correspondent



8

11

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

 
 

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 11

11

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

 
 

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 11

To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
There was no meeting in October.  
Rosie Burton, our new clerk, is finding 
her feet and we hope she enjoys 
working for us .

New Allotments
We have 24 new allotments at Marnell 
Park . Each plot marked out and well 
divided.  We welcome Marnell Park 
residents to join the allotment family; 
they  will be given first refusal on 
any plots but any not taken up will 
be offered to the Parish .  Further 
information please contact the clerk.

Chute Recreation Ground
There is lots happening at the Chute 
Pavilion and play area.  The Pavilion is 
to get a new boiler and showers;  very 
welcome for the football club .

Play Area
For the younger children the play area 
is to get a revamp with 4 pieces to be 
replaced; the council is looking for 
ideas.  The Parish clerk would like to 
hear what the children of the Parish 
would like to see installed - maybe 
mum and dad can help  them decide.

Solar Farm
In August RWE Energy held a 
consultation event at the village 
hall regarding their proposed solar 
farm which lies on 80 hectares of 
the 3 agricultural fields between 
Aldermaston road and the Vyne Road 
in Sherborne St John (SSJ).
There was concern expressed from 
local residents that although generation 
of solar energy is positive from an 
environmental point of view, this is the 

wrong site , as it includes some of our 
most attractive countryside alongside 
the main footpath route from the 
village , following the chalk stream 
and wildlife corridor to the Vyne and 
Morgaston Wood . The Parish Council 
also met with Pamber Heath Parish 
Council to discuss their concerns 
regarding a separate part of the R W E 
site which falls within Little London.  
The scheme appears to conflict with 
several policies in the recently adopted 
SSJ Neighbourhood Plan, which seeks 
to protect the landscape alongside the 
stream and key views to this corridor 
to the Vyne , including the biodiversity 
corridor and the conservation area 
adjoining the Mill House.
Following advice from our planning 
consultants ET planning at the last 
meeting , given the push towards 
renewable energy in local and national 
planning policy it seems that it will 
be challenging to achieve an outright 
refusal of this proposal . Where a 
planning refusal was previously 
achieved for the solar farm at Bramley, 
this was subsequently overturned at 
appeal.  We therefore wrote to the 
company outlining our planning 
concerns regarding the scale , location 
of the siting of solar panels, other 
agricultural land in the same ownership 
which could have been used to the west 
towards Aldermaston Rd would have 
less effect on the setting of the Vyne , 
but is very prominent visually from the 
Aldermaston Rd .
 In October the 2 parish councils 
met with RWE Energy to discuss the 
scheme ,at the meeting , the company 

stated that following our comments, 
they were prepared to move the siting 
of the panels 75 metres back from the 
footpath route , which runs though the 
western field (plus provide a 3 metre-
wide high screening hedge ) Also to 
provide some additional landscaping 
at the eastern field . This will partly 
mitigate some of the worst landscape 
impacts of the solar farm on the main 
footpath route between the village and 
the Vyne . Our local councillor , David 
McIntire, is also due to meet RWE 
Energy to discuss the proposal and it 
is hoped that if it does go ahead, we 
can improve further on the first offer 
to set the panels further back from the 
footpath .   It will still be visible from 
the Vyne estate and we have asked 
the National Trust to give their views 
regarding the impact on their historic 
setting.  At the time of writing a formal 
planning application is still to be 
submitted and they currently plan to 
have work completed by 2027/8
Your Council continues to support the 
local community bus to Chineham on 
a Friday morning , also support for a 
coffee morning which is in the village 
hall every 2 weeks on a Monday - a 
special time for a chat and a tea or 
coffee. while making new friends and 
to meet up with old friends.  The next 
dates are December 2nd , 16th , and  
30th 
We wish all our Parish a Merry 
Christmas And A Happy New Year 
Mrs Jane Bechelet and  
Mr James  Rowley 
SSJ Parish Council

Freemasons Top Up Their 
Financial Support
Basingstoke’s 104 years old Elvetham 
Masonic Lodge has been able to provide 
additional Peter Foster, their Charity 
Steward explained.
“We have access to a separate financial 
resource within the Masonic Province of 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight, the Tom 
Langton Fund, which uses the interest from 
a bequest to make grant funding up to a 
certain level for donations that Elvetham 
Masonic Lodge has made this summer.”
“It is very pleasing that we have been 
able to present another £1,000 to 

Basingstoke & District Young Carers 
and £750 each to artWell and 1st 
Basingstoke Beavers.”
Mark Rhoades-Brown, the recently 
installed Worshipful Master of Elvetham 
Masonic Lodge, added
“This local support we are able to provide 
is in addition to £1million distributed by 
freemasons annually in Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight while across the country, 
and including disaster relief, it may 
surprise most people that it totals £50 
million each year.”

Elvetham Masonic Lodge’s Charity Steward, Peter 
Foster (l) with newly installed Worshipful Master Mark 
Rhoades-Brown outside the Basingstoke Masonic 
Centre in Victoria Street.
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News from Pamber and Little London
As I write this, the American election 
is pending and I, like many others I 
imagine, await the result with immense 
trepidation. I know who I want to be 
the new President of course, but I’m 
not sure how to get there. Let’s hope 
the result will not  be heavily disputed 
because it’s deemed to have been fi xed 
– there are even those who talk of civil 
war. Gosh, I hope these words are not 
prescient.

As you read this, Autumn will be over.  
Never mind the mellow fruitfulness.  
How about wellies and windfalls?  
Th e ghoulish creatures and pumpkin 
lanterns have made way for Bonfi re 
Night and Guy Fawkes – now there’s a 
chap prepared to overthrow an elected 
Parliament!  Plus ça change!

Did I mention last time my singular 
failure to grow dahlias? Th ey were 
fabulous last year but despite having 
left  some in the bed, lift ed others, and 

planted new ones,  my sum total of 
fl owering beauties is…. one.  But I 
imagine there are some very well-fed 
slugs and squirrels around!  As they say, 
hope springs eternal, and part of my 
November gardening duties involves 
planting a plethora of tulips.

To round off , a really useful phone 
number, especially for those who are not 
confi dent about their internet banking, 
and a brilliant poem from Brian Bilston 
which should make you giggle. 

A message from the Parish Council: 

If you receive a call from someone 
claiming to be from your bank, stop, 
hang up and dial 159. Th is is the hotline 
designed to fi ght fraud. Calling 159 is a 
positive step you can make to challenge 
scammers and protect yourself. When 
you call 159, you’ll be put through to 
your bank directly and securely. Th e 159 
hotline is managed by Stop Scams UK. 
Th is also applies if someone contacts 
you claiming to be from the Police, 
Fraud Squad or a similar authority 
asking you to transfer money. Don’t 
transfer any money or provide any bank 
details. Hang up and call 159.

Th is being the last issue before 
Christmas, may I take this opportunity 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.  And, as ever, if you 
have any festive pictures or anecdotes 
you’d like to share with villagers, please 

do send them to me.  Th is column is for 
everyone’s news, not just mine!  See you 
next year! 

B    bdownes.villager@gmail.com

Women’s Fellowship
Th e November meeting kicked off  the early Christmas 
festivities with a talk - or more appropriately Performance - 
given by Mr Mike Brook who was keen to tell everyone that 
this was his fi rst of twelve ‘Christmas Miscellanies’ and that 
the number of talks has doubled since 2023’s six talks.
Emblazoned in a red Christmas jumper, he started 
proceedings with an hilarious poem by one Mick Gower who 
as a child was thanking his family for their (un)wanted gift s.  
Other poems and prose followed, by namely T.S. Elliott’s 
Journey of a Magi, and Dylan Th omas’s A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales.  Following these, Mike regaled the hall with his early 
Am Dram experiences, not all of them going according to his 
plan of roles he would like to play, mainly due to the Director 
who was his wife, and she clearly had other ideas.  However, 
he clearly enjoyed his Am Dram years which seemed to 
consist of mainly Pantomimes.
Following this part of the talk, it was time for him to 
enrol (coerce?) six members to participate in Cinderella, 

thankfully reading the parts.   
Six stalwarts were found, and 
everyone took their roles 
very seriously, with much 
gusto and enthusiasm, thus 
ending the performance with 
much gaiety, just as it had 
started.  Mike was thanked 
by Lindsay Berry.

Th e Bring & Buy stall was 
a great success, increasing 
the funds to enable Women’s 
Fellowship to continue to 
enjoy their monthly meetings.

Christmas Lunch will be the 
December meeting, to be 
held at the Bishopswood Golf Course.
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North Hampshire  
(Star Studded) Prostate Cancer 
Support Group Meeting

The Mayor Councillor Dan Putty said a 
few words of introduction:
He has been a councillor since 1995 and 
is strongly focused on local voluntary 
trusts and charities and has chosen 
NHPCSG as one of his charities for 2024 
-25.
The renowned and respected Professor 
Langley gave an interesting and 
surprisingly entertaining presentation 
entitled “Can PSA Screening and 
Prostate  Brachytherapy Extend Your 
Life”.  His sources for information 
included Public Health England, NICE, 
the Lancet and of course the Daily Mail.
He started with a brief history of the 
PSA test, from the discovery of Prostate 
Specific Antigens by American forensic 
scientists in the 1980s.
The goal is to detect Prostate Cancer 
early to allow for treatment before it 

spreads.  Unfortunately there are no 
signs of early symptoms and unlike 
Breast Cancer self-examination is not 
possible.
The best option we have currently is 
the PSA blood test, but it is not tumour 
specific, it cannot differentiate between 
a Pussycat or a Tiger cancer.
In 2005 the NHS guidelines to GPs 
was that any man over 50 can ask for a 
PSA test, but Public Health England’s 
Prostate Cancer Risk Management 
Advice shockingly states that GPs 
should NOT raise the prospect of 
Prostate Cancer with candidate men 
who visit them for other reasons.
So why are we not screening?
There have been some historical clinical 
trials in Europe and the USA, but the 
results have been maligned due to 
sample size and contamination.  There 
have also been well publicised fears 
regarding the risk of over diagnosis and 
subsequent over-treatment affecting the 
patient’s quality of life.  But now we have 
the MRI scan as part of the treatment 
path to further screen a patient prior to 
a biopsy (Transperineal nowadays, far 
safer than the old school Transrectal).
We are relying on men being proactive 
and asking their GPs for a PSA test.  
There are local situations (like the Lions 
PSA testing) and celebrity sufferers who 
will cause an influx of testing requests, 
but it is still not a targeted screening 
programme.

That is what the Transform program will 
demonstrate the need for.  With targeted 
prostate health checks aimed at men on 
active GP Databases to invite them for a 
test rather than waiting for them to ask.
After the testing comes the treatment 
and there we have to balance the 
treatment side effects against the patient 
lifestyle impacts and longevity.
Brachytherapy vs Beam Radiotherapy 
vs Radical Prostatectomy, all have their 
side effects that can affect every man 
to different degrees.  The treatment 
paths can be varied; the number of days 
hospital stay, the number of clinic visits 
for treatment, the additional hormone 
therapy drugs that may or may not be 
needed, all must be considered for each 
patient.
For those having recently been 
diagnosed but questioning which 
treatment to opt for , the group holds a 
’Pint and Chat’ the first Thursday of the 
month at the Red Lion, London Street, 
Basingstoke – from 7:30 pm, with an 
increasing number of men finding these 
times invaluable.
 
If any reader would like to make 
contact, then our details are:-  Email 
info@nhpcsg.org.uk
Website www.nhpcsg.org.uk
Richard White
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATEFOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 

REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973

To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES



15

Prestige & Commercial  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty
Vehicle Accessories  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Pre
Co
Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363      Email: o�ce@moorelands.com      www.moorelands.com

Monk Sherborne & Charter Alley 
Parish Council
The latest meeting of the Monk 
Sherborne Parish Council was held 
on Wednesday 13th of November 
at 7.20pm, the following items were 
discussed:
The Chairman advised of his 
attendance at Remembrance Day, 
having laid a wreath on behalf of 
Monk Sherborne Parish Council. The 
additional poppies erected within 
the parish were noted by several 
parishioners. Once these are taken 
down, they will be stored for future use 
in the Village Hall
Members were also alerted to the 
proposed meeting dates for 2025. 
A list is to be erected on the parish 
noticeboards and website.
An update in relation to the 
enforcement for The Olive Tree is 
awaited from BDBC. Members were 
advised by BDBC that a request had 
been presented for a retrospective 
planning application to be submitted 
for the works underway. 
All Saints Church, Rookery Farm Lane 
Monk Sherborne has applied for work 

to be carried out to trees in the church 
grounds which has been supported.
Cllr Boyle advised that he had met with 
Highways who advised they would 
attend to clear the ditches and sump 
at the War Memorial to alleviate the 
flooding issues experienced. Highways 
are to be chased to ascertain the dates 
for the work. 
Cllr Cave gave an update on the recent 
Village Night and the 60s evening 
that was held on the 9th of November. 
The Village Nights continue to be well 
supported, when beer and wine are on 
offer at very reasonable cost to bring 
the community together. The next one 
will be on Thursday 5th of December.
All works at the play area have been 
completed with the addition of grass 
matting being installed at the entrance 
from the car park to the main play 
area. This work will be followed with 
matting from the Village Hall Patio on 
to the Play Area in the New Year.
Members acknowledged the release 
of the S106 funds for new access gates 
to the playing field of £1,278 and the 

approval of the release of a further £445 
for grass mats to be installed from the 
entrance to the new play area from the 
car park.  Thanks were expressed to 
Cllr S Minas-Bound for his assistance 
in the pursuit of the release of the S106 
funds.
It was also acknowledged that the 
Village Hall had contributed £300 
to cover the shortfall in funding for 
the access gates. These funds were 
generated from various community 
events such as the Village Nights, the 
60s Night and the Village Fete. This 
amount will accompanied by the 
donation of a new round table and 
seating by the Village Hall to replace 
one that has seen better days, this will 
be installed in the Spring.
The meeting closed at 20.30pmThe 
next meeting will be Wednesday 8th of 
January
Cllr Paul Cave
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SSJ Neighbourhood  Watch
Have you heard of the 159 
number?  Join the fight 
against Scammers
This is a new facility provided by the 
police and below is their description of 
its function. Supplied to NHW by Hants 
Aware.
If you receive a call from someone 
claiming to be from your bank, stop, 
hang up and dial 159. This is the 
hotline designed to fight fraud. Calling 
159 is a positive step you can make 
to challenge scammers and protect 
yourself. When you call 159, you’ll be 
put through to your bank directly and 
securely. The 159 hotline is managed 
by Stop Scams UK. This also applies 
if someone contacts you claiming to 
be from the Police, Fraud Squad or a 
similar authority asking you to transfer 
money. Don’t transfer any money or 
provide any bank details. Hang up and 
call 159.
If you feel uneasy or suspicious about 
a call you have received from someone 
asking for financial details or pressuring 
you into a making a payment, it’s not 

rude to hang up. It is reasonable and 
sensible to do that and call 159. Do not 
feel bad about it. 
You will never receive a call from 
159. If you do either don’t answer, or 
if you answer by mistake, hang up 
immediately. If you received a call from 
159 on your landline, don’t use the 
same landline to dial 159 and report the 
scam (the criminals could keep the line 
open). Instead, use a mobile or different 
device to call 159. Some fraudsters can 
match the number that comes up on 
your phone with your bank’s number or 
the 159 number, a technique known as 
number spoofing. Therefore it’s always 
best to dial the number yourself if you’re 
worried that a call you’ve received isn’t 
genuine.
Join the fight against Scammers        
Find out more here - 159 phone number 
- Stop Scams UK 

Reporting Offences
It is vital that all offences are reported to 
the police whether by calling 101 or on 
line at the Hants Police site your reports 
of local incidents will be seen by our 

beat officer Simon Denton when he next 
signs on. The police will prioritise the 
areas where the incidence of reports is 
highest. They are unlikely to see reports 
on social media.

Joining NHW
Hants Alert pass on some welcome 
applications to join us but often I have 
to ask for the applicant’s address, email 
or phone details before enrolling them, 
in one case all I got was a fairly common 
first name so he is still waiting. All SSJ 
residents may join our scheme and it is 
free.
All Hants Alert police reports with 
local relevance are emailed to our 10 
SSJ  street scheme co-ordinators  who 
in turn relay to their members. If you 
do not receive these messages please 
let me know by email ted_wilkinson@
btinternet.com
Ted Wilkinson. 
Area Co-ordinator for S.S.J. and Scheme 
Co-ordinator for Elm Road and part 
Aldermaston Road

Sherborne St John Allotments:
Elm Road, Sunnyside (Aldermaston Road) and Cranes Road

There have been some changes on the 
Elm Road allotments and we would like to 
welcome two new sets of tenants: Emma and 
Tom, and Dani and Bryonie.  

Another very important change is that 
Ted Wilkinson will be retiring as Elm Road 
warden at the end of the year. His place is 
being taken by Mike Greaves. Our grateful 
thanks go to Ted for all the support he 
has given to plot-holders and for the time 
and effort he has put into keeping the 
allotments in good order.

If you are interested in renting a plot, you 
can ask to go on the waiting list by emailing 
Mike (mikegreaves@co-hort.co.uk) giving 

your full name(s), email address, phone 
number, postal address, plus your site 
preference (if any). When vacancies arise we 
give preference to SSJ parish residents over 
those living elsewhere and we only have 
one resident on the list at the moment, so 
now is a good time to apply.
Many thanks
Mike and Ted

Mike Greaves
Mobile: 07712 188097
Address: 7 Elm Road, Sherborne St John, 
Hants RG24 9JL
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Beau’s Blog
No I am not begging, that is not allowed 
– I am merely waiting patiently for the 
Mrs to cut the rind off her cheese.  For 
some reason she does not eat that part 
and as a special treat I am allowed to be 
the chief taster…..
I am sitting on the wall that the Boss 
built around the new front patio and it is 
just the right level to view the table top 
which holds the cheese along with the 
rest of the lunch. The Mrs continually 
tries to train me to say cheese but so 
far the lips, larynx and tongue to not 
cooperate for it to be pronounced by me, 
but the word is well known in my mind.  
I fact sometimes at lunch time I cannot 

get the word cheese out of my mind 
until the rind is removed and donated.
There are other words that I know which 
I have to obey like “Come”, “Sit”, “No” 
“Bed” “Lay Down”, “Stay”.  There are 
also words which the Mrs uses with 
a sniff…..“Stinky” is one of them and 
when uttered I have to quietly leave the 
room until the Boss calls me back and 
says I don’t!!  He is worried I may get 
a phobia so I know I am good for a pat 
and a stroke from him if the stinky word 
comes out! 
The Boss and Mrs use many, many words 
between themselves and sometimes I 
catch on to what is being discussed but 

mostly with my limited vocabulary my 
instinct kicks in and I do what dogs do – 
eat, sleep and enjoy life, especially when 
“Cheese” is on the scene.

News from Clift Surgery
No one visiting or living in Bramley 
could fail to notice the seemingly endless 
roadworks that have been ripping up our 
village and surrounding areas.
These have affected everyone, but it 
has been a particularly difficult time 
for the surgery. 
With the numerous traffic lights, road 
closures, and building going on, plus the 
level crossing, travelling to and from the 
surgery has been difficult for those with 
appointments and visiting the dispensary. 
Parking had improved with the newly 
painted bays, but it is still sometimes 
necessary to park on the road outside. 
Now cars are contending with the extra 
traffic caused by the building alongside 
the surgery and deliveries of building 
materials can block the road occasionally. 
The surgery has had several retirements, 
staff changes, maternity leave over the 
previous months. Every individual has 
made a positive impact to the practice 
and patients they have cared for and we 
would like to thank them for their hard 
work, dedication. We are enjoying being 
kept up to date with their adventures 
and endeavours.
The surgery is about to welcome two 
new GPs in the coming months. They 
have trained at the surgery, and both 
wish to return to work here. There is 

also a new Health Care Assistant (HCA) 
about to start and a new phlebotomist 
is being trained by our newly promoted 
senior HCA and lead nurse.
Areas we continue to enhance is the 
dispensary. Many will be aware that 
the dispensary is extremely busy and 
is taking longer than is ideal despite 
the team’s best efforts. The surgery is 
working hard to provide the service 
patients deserve. Therefore, the surgery 
has invested in upgrading to a new IT 
system and have successfully recruited 
new starters to support the changes.
There are times when medicines have 
to be sourced elsewhere which can also 
delay issuing medicines, but also there 
have been times when the delivery vans 
have not been able to get through to 
the surgery at the allotted time due to 
the road works. Although this has only 
meant a delay of 24 hours, this has had 
an impact. 
The new electronic dispensing system 
which will use bar codes and automated 
systems to track and order prescriptions 
and once embedded it should make the 
turnaround much quicker. You will still 
be able to submit a paper request if that 
is your preference.
If you have run out of your medication, 
please contact the surgery and you will 

be able to get an emergency supply. No 
one needs to go without. 
NB with Christmas approaching, 
please put in your order early to cover 
Christmas and the New Year. Dispensary 
opening times 8.30 -1 pm, 1 to 1.30 pm 
for emergency dispensing, and 2-6pm 
plus emergency dispensing until 6.30pm.  
The PPG is working hard to support 
both patients and the surgery. Apart 
from listening to patient concerns and 
liaising with surgery, it is about to install 
a planter in the front garden to make the 
outside more welcoming and will keep 
it topped up with flowers during the 
spring and summer.
A date for your diary. The Primary 
Care Network to which Clift Surgery 
belongs, is holding a Healthy Living 
Day at the Pavilion and Brocas Hall on 
Tuesday 14th January between 11am 
and 3pm. There will be three speakers, 
and stalls from local organisations to 
offer advice on keeping healthy. The 
PPG will be providing refreshments so 
do come along and see what is on offer. 
More details will be found on the PPG 
page on the Bramley Village Hub nearer 
the time and on Facebook. 
Clift Surgery and the PPG would like to 
wish you a healthy and happy holiday 
season and wish you well for 2025.

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk



19

01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Remembrance Service at  
Sherborne St John Memorial

Rev. Stewart Deering with Rhydian 
Vaughan and Michael Luck

John Delafield reading the  
names of the Fallen
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Probus Visit to D-Day HQ
In the 80th Anniversary year of the 
D-Day landings an inspiring visit to 
the war time HQ brought home the 
realities of the largest amphibious 
assault in history. 

A group of members and families 
from the Probus Club of Basingstoke 
had an impressive visit to Southwick 
House (locally pronounced “Suthick”) 
positioned fi ve miles north of 
Portsmouth that had a pivotal role in 
the planning of D-Day.

It was the Supreme Headquarters 
of the main allied commanders, 
led by Allied Supreme 
Commander General Dwight D 
Eisenhower, Naval Commander-
in-Chief Admiral Ramsey, Army 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Montgomery, and Commander-in-
Chief Allied Air Force, Air Chief 
Marshal Leigh-Mallory. The grounds 
became the Main Tactical Base 
for the 21st Army Group for their 
forthcoming invasion plans.

Richard Callaghan, the curator, gave 
an extensive narrative about the map 
room that still contains the enormous 
graphic showing the invasion 
plans. His talk was interwoven with 

anecdotes about incidents involving 
the main characters that gave life to 
this history lesson. 

How General Eisenhower became 
very close to his English driver Kay 
Summersby and was prevented by 
the Republican party from taking her 
back to America, as they declared that 
they could not accept a divorcee to 
run for the Presidency. He remained 
married to Maime and had two terms 
as President of the United States.

Deception was used to convince 
the German high command that 
the invasion would come across the 
shortest route from Kent to Pas de 
Calais which caused German divisions 
to move from the Normandy region.

James Stagg was the meteorologist 
providing weather forecasts to the 
senior planning group. As a civilian it 
was thought he would have diffi  culty 
in ensuring his predictions would be 
taken seriously so he was presented 
with the uniform of a RAF Group 
Captain. It was Stagg that convinced 
General Eisenhower to postpone the 

assault from the planned day of 5th 
June to 6th June 1944.

6,000 ships were involved moving 
from all regions of southern England 
to the main dispersal area that became 
known as Piccadilly Circus and then 
had to pass through corridors cleared 
through minefi elds in the Channel. 
Due to detailed planning only seven 
ships were involved in collisions.

Despite the break in the weather 
there was still a swell, and the fl oating 
Sherman tanks were launched too 
far out from the shore resulting in 
only four out of thirty-two reaching 
the beach. It had been necessary 
to ensure that the beach would 
support such vehicles by night-time 
investigations in the previous weeks 
that had not been spotted by the 
land-based Germans.

In the adjacent bar room, the original 
weather maps were on the wall along 
with other memorabilia including 
models of two LCT (Landing Craft  
Tank) ships that were the subject of 
a talk some years ago by a Probus 
Club member. He had trained as a 
radio operator on such vessels whose 
role was getting armoured vehicles 
on to the beaches because their 
bow dropped on to the shore. Once 
unloaded they could raise their bow 
and reverse off  the beach ready to 
return to England for another cargo of 
armoured vehicles.

Th e successful completion over several 
days of Operation Overlord on the 
Normandy beaches was the beginning 
of the end of WW2
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CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane

ROTARY CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX THANK YOU

A huge thank you to all who filled 
shoeboxes for our annual appeal. 
We couldn’t do this without the 
generosity of our local community 
who help spread   happiness to 
children who have little.  857 
shoeboxes from our club, full of 
warm hats & gloves and children’s 
toys etc. are, together with those collected from all 
over the Wessex region, on their way, to deprived and 
displaced children in Moldova, Montenegro, Romania 
and Ukraine (All countries currently are supporting 
displaced Children from Ukraine) Boxes are 
accompanied by Rotarians from our Rotary district 
and will be delivered into the hands of Rotarians in 
those countries to be distributed.  In 2023 our Wessex 
Rotary District delivered 18,779 and 25 cartons of 
woollen items some hand knitted and other clothing.

WHERE ARE WE VOLUNTEERING IN DECEMBER 

We will again be volunteering help with the 
following St Michael Hospice events.

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE
REINDEER RUN

Sunday 24th November 2024
Festival Place, Queen Anne’s Square, 

Outside Iceland.
Join in the reindeer fun, put on your antlers and walk, 
dash, dance and prance along the 3K Reindeer Run 

route, whilst raising vital funds for St. Michael’s Hospice.

See the Hospice web site to register and for times 
and assembly points https://www.stmichaelshospice.

org.uk/event/reindeer-run-festival-place/

Rotarians will be marshalling on the day and 
encouraging you along the way

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE LIGHT UP A LIFE
St. Michael’s Hospice, RG24 9NB

Date: Sun 8th December 2024
 Arrive from 4.00pm, the commemorative service 

will begin at 5:00 pm with music and readings.

See the Hospice website for parking information.

CAMROSE CENTRE CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Shortly before Christmas our Rotarian team will 

again be cooking and serving Christmas lunch for 
the homeless and vulnerably housed for the Camrose 

Centre clients and volunteers.

HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES AT THE ANVIL
Sunday 26th 2025 3:00pm

‘A great gift for that difficult to buy for person’.
Proceeds to Rotary supported Charities

Basingstoke Deane Rotary has 
been privileged in past years to 
host the Band of His Majesty’s 
Royal Marines; this coming 
January we will again welcome 
these talented musicians to the 
Anvil for an entertaining concert.

Tickets selling fast, get yours 
from the Anvil Box Office.

Basingstoke Deane Rotary wish you all 
a Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New year 2025
The Rotary wish is ‘Peace the world over’
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North Hampshire Prostate Support 
Group - Goes Flying

Well not literally, but with the inspirational talk by Lucy 
Butcher, the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance 
Engagement Support officer, all who visited from the group 
got off to a flying start, just like the little helicopter that is 
a growing sight in our skies.  What most did not realise 
was that the charity also runs a fleet of 4 fast response well 
equipped cars, which are often used in preference to the 
helicopter, which needs an area the size of a tennis court for 
a landing pad.  In addition, the space in the helicopter is very 
compact, thereby limiting the scope of working on critical 
patients.  Again, landing on a motorway is never ideal.  
Similarly, if the cloud base is below 500 feet then they are not 
permitted to fly, and a ground response becomes essential.
The charity receives no funding from Government, but instead 
receives its funds typically from community events, legacies 
and trust funds, generating last year just over £10M.  This may 
sound a lot, but when compared to the cost of a lift off at £3500 
each time, with on average 5 lifts a day – with one day recently 
involving 13, the need for us the public to be generous in our 
support becomes very clear.  Some of this funding also provides 
for a support team caring for those who have witnessed 
traumatic events in which the team has been involved.

Lucy went on to outline the call-out process.  The service is 
closely linked to South Central Ambulance service, where 
two of the team sit in on all the typically 3000 calls for an 
ambulance that service receives each day.  One of these is a 
senior doctor, the other a despatcher, with often the doctor 
using their experience and intuition to gauge whether to go 
live.  The medical team, currently based at Thruxton Airfield, 
consist of a pilot – normally ex-military, a senior doctor, 
often of consultant level, and two highly trained paramedics.  
On receipt of a radio call to ‘Go’, they will spend a few 

minutes initially planning their response, including of course 
identifying suitable landing sites.
It is once on site that the extensive training kicks in.  The 
operations centre has a special room set up to provide training 
for a wide range of different situations, and teams spend most 
of their time when not out on call honing their skills.  Unlike 
normal ambulance crews, the Air Ambulance teams can 
administer coma inducing drugs should this be required; the 
aim always being to first stabilise the patient, before transport 
and where appropriate delivery direct to a well-equipped 
hospital operating theatre for the next stage of their treatment.  
Understandably there are times when stabilisation is not 
enough, and both amputations and even open-heart surgery 
has had to be done in the field, this being possible due to the 
high level of the medical staff in the team, all of whom are 
paid by the charity.  However, despite all the training, there 
will also be scope for the unexpected, as a recent landing in 
a farmer’s field demonstrated when the resident bull perhaps 
perceived the helicopter as competition for his mistresses and 
charged, fortunately damage was minimal.
For more information contact:-
Hampshire Isle of Wight Air Ambulance Lucy Butcher
lucy@HIOWAA.ORG 
North Hampshire Prostate Cancer Support Group
info@nhpcsg.org.uk

Help us Pay for

“Often, people say to me, “Your job must 

be so sad,” but the opposite is true - 

helping to restore dignity and prioritise 

what matters most to patients and their 

families is an honour.”
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Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current 
foster homes full of felines 
there is little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft  x 4ft  
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by 
Cats Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense 
of joy, achievement and 
pride. Th e days spent in a 
loving foster home make 
the world of diff erence for 
our cats and kittens, setting 
them up for a lifetime of 
happiness 
them up for a lifetime of 

PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a 
cat in need; if you cannot 
foster, please spread the 
word to anyone who may 
be able to help us.

Your Local Cats
Protection Branch

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in fi nding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on

01256 584544.
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Christmas at the National Trust 
Mottisfont
A Nutcracker Christmas, 
23 November to 5 January

Heroes, villains and dolls come to life at 
Mottisfont…. Enter the magical world 
of theatre this Christmas, as Mottisfont 
unveils the Nutcracker. Collect your 
ticket at the ‘Box Office’ then follow 
the story through rooms filled with 
sparkling trees, music and special light 
effects. Snowflakes swirl in a frosty 
wonderland, sugarplum fairies twirl 
in the Land of Sweets, and there’s a 
thrilling duel scene between the Prince 
and the Mouse King. Outside, the 
adventure continues, on The Nutcracker 
family adventure trail.

Hinton Ampner
An Enchanted Christmas,  
16 November to 5 January,  
pre-booking essential

Step into an Enchanted Christmas 
at Hinton Ampner with twinkling 
decorations, winter light and sound 
effects. Each room reveals a magical festive 
scene, from the Snow Queen’s throne in 
her icy entrance hall to a woodland ball 
with swirling Northern Lights,. There are 
fairytale castles and gingerbread houses, 
and in the North Pole Workshop giggling 
elves tap away with their tools to make 
Christmas toys and games.

Outside, you’ll find a pop-up sweetshop, 
and family activities. Tiny tots can spot 
hidden elves and there are fun, festive 
games for older kids to enjoy. Our 
Christmas sleigh scene in front of the 
house creates the perfect backdrop for 
family photos.

Booking essential on 0344 249 1895  
or at  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hinton-
ampner

The Vyne
Wonderland Christmas,  
20 November to 5 January, trail £2

Until 5 January, in The Vyne’s house 
and gardens, lose yourself in Lewis 
Carroll’s Wonderland. On the ground 
floor of the house glittering trees 
illuminate whimsical scenes from 
Alice Through the Looking-Glass. 
Inspired by Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, quirky displays such as 
the Queen of Hearts’ army dot the 
gardens. Alongside a festive family 
trail and activities, all ages can hunt 
for 12 much-loved characters depicted 
in playful, life-size cut-outs designed 
by Rachel Hudson Illustration. When 
you need to refuel, pop into the cosy 
Brewhouse tea-room opposite the gift 
shop. House open 11am-3pm, gardens 
10am-4pm. Closed 24 & 25 December.

Winchester City Mill
A Riverside Christmas,  
23 November to 5 January

Inside this ancient mill, Christmas 
trees sparkle with blue and silver 
baubles, inspired by the famous river 
Itchen that rushes beneath the mill. 
There are winter foliage garlands and 
stacks of presents, and hidden within 
the tree branches, animal characters 
reflecting the wildlife that lives along 
the riverbanks. On 25 and 26 November 
you can join professional willow 
weaver Mollie McMillen to create your 
own festive wreath using all natural 
materials, from berries to teasels 
(booking essential).

Celebrate Christmas 
in Basingstoke and Deane 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year 
for festive fun and seasonal magic in 
Basingstoke and Deane. 

If you’re looking for ways to keep the 
whole family, friends or colleagues 
entertained this season then we’ve got 
you all wrapped up!  

Get into the festive spirit with a trip to 
a Christmas market or fayre including 
the majestic Tudor Barn at Basing 

House, the decorated period streets at 
Milestones Museum and countryside 
location, Silchester Farm.

Find out where to meet Santa, from a 
magical north pole adventure at Four 
Kingdoms to Santa’s grotto in Festival 
Place. 

Whether you’re looking for things to 
do such as Christmas shows and festive 
events or seasonal treats and inspiration 

for winter walks, yule find lots of events 
in Basingstoke and Deane to make some 
fantastic festive memories.

Head to www.LoveBasingstoke.co.uk to 
keep up to date throughout the festive 
period, into ‘twixmas’ and the New Year.
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To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215    07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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To advertise in

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215    07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Basingstoke Male Voice Choir – 
Christmas Concert!           
Our 60th anniversary concert has been 
and gone and was generally recognised 
by the ‘sell-out’ crowd to be a great 
evening.  The net proceeds of just over 
£500 were donated to ‘The Camrose 
Centre’.  Onward to the next 60!  We 
shall be celebrating the festive season 
with a concert at St Michael’s Church 
Cottage on December 14th at 7:30 PM.

The concert will comprise a varied mix 
of numbers from our repertoire plus 
some seasonal favourites.  We can’t 
promise a ‘White Christmas’ but it 
certainly won’t be a ‘Silent Night’.  There 
will also be opportunity for you to join 
in and get Christmas off to a good start.  

There will be ‘Pies and Punch’ at the 
interval to help you get in the spirit!  

Whilst on the subject of ‘joining in’ 
we are still keen for new members to 
join us.  Singing can be therapeutic 
as well as fun so why not come along 
to a rehearsal and experience the 
atmosphere at first hand!

We rehearse every Tuesday evening at 
7:30PM at the Moose Centre.  You’re 
most welcome to come along and listen 
and, maybe, join us to kick off the next 
60 years!  If you’re a tenor you’ll be 
made even more welcome – come on; 
don’t be shy!

This year, to celebrate our first concert 
as a 61 year old, we shall be supporting 
Parkinson’s UK.  

We’d love to see as many of you as 
possible – entry will cost £10.  

The details: 

Church Cottage  
(adjacent to St Michael’s Church), 
Basingstoke on December 14th 
7:30 PM start, doors open 7 PM  

Tickets can be obtained from the 
following weblink  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/bmvc/t-lngnveq

THE BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUBTHE BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB
is delighted to announce

something a little different...for them!
Saturday, 18 January 2025

7pm for 7.30pm
The Royal British Legion, Crown Lane, Old Basing RG24 7DN 

They’ve had jazz nights before, they’ve had concerts before; they’ve had motown (and will have 
again – 8th March ’25) and soul before; they’ve had Abba Tribute, Queen Tribute, they’ve had a 

male voice choir; they’ve had a ceilidh, they’ve had acoustic, swing, gypsy, tango - all before. 
They HAVE had discos before, but they’ve never had this!

Stars from Basingstoke’s own award-winning Community Radio will invite requests for those 
‘back in the day’ favourite numbers, encouraging all to strut their stuff to their old musical 

memories of the 50s, 60, 70s, 80s…it’s nostalgia night!
And it promises to be fun!

Tickets - £12 each available from
www.basingstokelions.org.uk or av@mypostoffice.co.uk/07808 574809

As always, money raised will enable the Basingstoke Lions Club  
to continue to respond to the needs of the community…thank you.

ordinary people – amazing things!
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Village Walkers           

Some of the Villager team, and a few others, 
plus Tilly on an excellent walk around 
Brimpton and the River Kennet.

Basingstoke Concert Band
invites you to their

Annual Christmas Concert 
at Christ Church, Chineham RG24 8LT  

on Sunday 8 December 2024 
starting at 3.00pm

Tickets £10 (U16 free) available from:
band members, at the door or visit 

https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/18858

Join us for a concert of  
festive songs, carols old and new  

and, of course, traditional favourites  
for you to join in with!



30

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

HELEN’S HOUNDS AND MORE   Dog Sitting 
(day and overnight), walking and pop- in visits. 
Cat and small pet visits. I’m fully insured, DBS 
checked and Dog First Aid trained. I have 
existing clients in SSJ and can provide references 
if required.  
Email: helenshoundsandmore@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07930870249

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £6 per month or £8 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payable to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish Revd Stewart Deering  Mob: 07359 717577      Tel: 01256 647900
    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ             clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS            Mrs Cally Morris  clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk 07721 076186
 Pamber     Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ David McIntyre Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber Androulla Johnstone Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency 101 or 01962 841534
   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
PC 23888  Simon Denton  simon.denton.23888@hampshire.police.uk               07469562503
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                    01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary) 01256 590359
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ Mrs Liz Gwynn 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jane Shelvey  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall Jenni Stafford jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter   07854 280343
MS Village Hall  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall Shawna Campbell ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07526 954835 
The Chute Pavilion Terry Buller tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241 
Royal British Legion John Delafield johndelafield66@gmail.com
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  473202
HANTSDOC   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES   Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
   Chineham Library 465643
   Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101
If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
 Julie Crawley villagermagazine@gmail.com 07703 720961

Contacts
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